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HOW CAN IT BE DONE? 


Ir is said, “the principles of the abolitionists may be true, but how 
can they ever effect their object? Slaveholders will not listen to argu- 
ment. The whole North combined, would have no constitutional 
power to abolish slavery in a single slave state. Why then organize 
a force which can have no power to act ?” 

What is the meaning of that mob dragging off a broken printing 
press? What is the meaning of the crowd around yonder church, 
swearing and throwing stones at a peaceful lecturer? What is the 
meaning of the terror and indignation of slaveholders at the in- 
crease of abolitionists in the United States? These things certainly 
do not mean that slaveholders are afraid of losing their character by 
the misrepresentations of abolition presses and lecturers. If that were 
the fear, they have a hundred presses and lecturers to one. . Nothing 
in the world would be easier than to overwhelm the abolition calum- 
niators with disgrace by publishing the whole truth. Almost all the 
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commercial and political papers at the North, to say nothing of their 
own, and the majority of our clergy of all denominations, are ready 
and anxious to defend them. Truth is great and will prevail, every 
body knows. Suppose a little spiteful periodical is set up to oppose 
some fair and honorable business ; how soon it goes down! Nobody 
flounces; nobody raises a mob. The party attacked simply gives 
the public the truth, through the ordinary papers, and the assailant 
soon descends to the land of forgetfulness. Or, the same thing is 
calmly done in a court of law. Now, if the slavehoelders feared mis- 
representation or calumny, they would have taken this course, or in- 
structed their friends, the mobocrats, to take it. 

Again, the slaveholders do not fear that printing and lecturing on 
slavery at the North will excite their slaves to rebellion. If they did, 
they would not copy column after column of the abolition papers into 
their own. Says one of their own papers, the United States Tele- 
graph, “‘ We do not believe that the abolitionists imtend, nor could 
they, if they would, excite the slaves to insurrection.” When a man 
has friends to fight his battles for him, there is less danger of his fight- 
ing himself. The slaveholders of Jamaica charged the last insurrec- 
tion of the slaves in that island upon the abolitionists ; but how did it 
turn out? It was found to be undeniable that the insurrection was 
eaused by the slaveholders themselves refusing to take any measures 
for the ultimate relief of the slaves, and their threat that they would 
transfer their allegiance from Great Britain to America, provided par- 
liament should interfere in behalf of the slaves! 

Again, the slaveholders do not fear a physical attack from the 
North—a liberty crusade. They are too courageous for that. Be- 
sides, if they did fear it, they would be afraid of hastening it by these 
mobs. What, then, is the reason why slaveholders excite their friends 
and allies to destroy abolition presses, and interrupt abolition lecturers ? 
It is this, they know that abolition papers and lectures will convince 
people that slavery is sinful ; and when that is done, they can hold 
slaves no longer, consistently with their own reputation and peace 
of mind. 

Hear what the great apostle of slavery, Gen. Duff Green, says 
about this matter : 


“We are of those who believe that the South has nothing to fear 
from a civil war. We do not believe that the abolitionists intend, nor 
could they, if they would, excite the slaves to insurrection. The 
danger of this is remote. We believe that we have most to fear from 
the organized action upon the CONSCIENCES AND FEARS OF 
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THE SLAVEHOLDERS THEMSELVES; from the insinuation 
of their dangerous heresies into our schools, our pulpits, and our domes- 
tic circles. It is only by alarming the consciences of the weak and 
feeble, and diffusing among OUR OWN PEOPLE a morbid sensi- 
bility on the question of slavery, that the abolitionists can accomplish 


their object. Preparatory to this, they are now laboring to saturate 
the non-slaveholding states with the belief, that slavery is a ‘sin 
against God ;’ that the national compact involves the non-slaveholders 
in that sin ; and that it is their duty to toil and suffer, that our country 


may be delivered from, what they term, ‘its blackest stain, its foulest 
reproach, its deadliest curse.’ ” 


Does Gen. Duff Green, or any other slaveholder, or any other man 
of sense, regard this preparation as vain and idle? Do the mobocrats 
themselves regard the printing and lecturing of the abolitionists as 
vain and inefficacious? Certainly not. If they did, they would en- 
deavor so to persuade their principals at the South. The mobocrats, 
who destroyed Mr. Birney’s press in Cincinnati, were men of the first 
standing in society ; men who well understand the power of the press. 
They well knew that their enterprise was peculiarly delicate and 
dangerous. They knew that the mob they were cheering on, might 
soon turn its fury upon themselves. But their Southern trade was in 
danger. Sam-thing must be done. And they ventured on a step 
which wili ‘!c.... tiem to everlasting infamy. Would they have done 
so if they had believed Mr. Birney was laboring against slavery all in 
vain? No; they knew that every number of the Philanthropist made 
slaveholding less reputable, and hastened its downfall. ‘They knew 
it was troubling the consciences of their Southern customers. They 
saw no hope of participating in the gains of slavery, except by tramp- 
ling out the fire while they could. 

Now, we have the clearly expressed opinion of the slaveholders 
themselves, and of their intelligent and humble servants, the mobo- 
crats, that the presses and the lecturers, if they are suffered to go on, 
will overthrow slavery by acfing upon the consciences of slaveholders, 
and that they have very properly commenced the work at the North. 
‘The question remains, whether this course of measures can be put 
down. It evidently cannot be put down by law, for the very reason 
why mobs are resorted to is, that the law is insufficient. The con- 
stitution guarantees freedom of speech and of the press. Can the abo- 
litionists be put down by mobs? It would seem to be the opinion of 
very wise men that they can be. A great many mobs have been 
excited, and always by distinguished men. Yet the event has, thus 
far, remarkably failed to prove the wisdom of the authors. In every 
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instance the abolitionists have been the gainers. It is in every body’s 
mouth that a persecuted cause is sure to gain. And, if we mistake not 
the signs of the times, there is not likely to be any lack of persecution. 

But perhaps some of the very cautious will not be willing to rely on 
this strong testimony of slaveholders themselves, to the efficacy of aboli- 
tion measures, ‘To such, we must suggest some other considerations. 

What was the condition of the South, and of the slavery question, 
when the abolitionists commenced their labors? What lesson had 
experience taught? © Why, manifestly, slavery was rapidly increasing, 
striking its roots deeper in the soil, and throwing its branches wider in 
the air. The reputation of the South was high. Nothing was more 
respectable than to have gone to the South and become a slaveholder. 
Still it must not be supposed that there was no opposition to slavery. 
For years there had been the very same cautious, prudent, unpro- 
voking opposition to slavery, which is now recommended to the aboli- 
tionists. Slavery had not flourished from any want of arguments to 
prove its sinfulness, “in the abstract.’ It was not for the want of 
argument against it, indeed, that it was commenced in the first place. | 
It was begun and continued in open defiance of that Christianity 
which, eighteen hundred years ago, pronounced all men of one blood. 
It would, therefore, have been most childish folly in the abolitionists to 
have expected to convert slaveholders by mere argument. They never 
expected to do any such thing. They never expected to conquer with 
weapons, which in a thousand trials had always failed. 

New England boasts to have been always opposed to slavery. In 
argument she may have been, for aught we know; but we assert, fear- 
less of contradiction, that till the year 1830, there was not one of her 
villages where it did not add to a man’s credit, in the general estima- 
tion, to pass for a southerner and a slaveholder. There was balm enough 
in this respectability to heal all the consciences wounded by the pru- 
dent and “good spirited” arguments against slavery in the abstract. 

What, then, with the light of experience, was the course struck out 
by the abolitionists? It was to denounce slaveholding as a sin in all 
circumstances, and place the determined slaveholder on the list of 
felons, as worthy to be excluded from the society of honest men as the 
pickpocket, the counterfeiter, or highway robber. It was to begin at 
the North with the people who profess to be opposed to slavery, and 
yet gape, and admire, and bow the knee to the haughty southern 
nabob, who comes among them upon his summer ramble, flush with 
the hire that has been kept back from the laborer. It was to proclaim 
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that any other unrepenting criminals might as well be adinitted to the 
church of Christ, as those who are guilty of making merchandise of 
His people. It was to proclaim, in high places and low places, that 
slaveholding is only a comprehensive kind of STEALING, in which 
the thief takes owner and all, from generation to generation. It was 
to brush away, with the besom of common sense, the notion that such 
iniquity ever could be justified by law. It was to combine against it 
all men of all sects and parties, whose minds were open to truth and 
their hearts sensible to humanity. Will such a course succeed in 
reforming the slaveholder? No, say the would-be wise men. If you 
would convince the slaveholder, you must not call him a felon. You 
must approach him courteously ; you must not exasperate him; you 
must remember that “a drop of molasses will catch more flies than a 
hogshead of vinegar ;” your words must be smoother than oil—just as 
if all this be-slabbering with holy flattery was going to convince any 
body, after having been tried in vain for fifty years! But the ques- 
tion is, whether the slaveholder is a felon or not. Arguments must 
be adapted to the character which is to be influenced. The reproof 
which would be very effectual with a moral youth, who had for the 
first time given way to strong drink or bad company, would be lost 
upon the hoary sot or the confirmed gambler. If slaveholders are 
guilty of a worse felony than highwaymen, it is very absurd to ap- 
proach them smilingly, and reason the matter as if they were high- 
minded, honorable, and honest men. The smile destroys the argu- 
ment. If we are so bad as your argument makes us, they may well 
say, why treat us with so profound respect, why commune with us as 
Christians, why stand in fear of calling us by our right names ? Crime 
is crime, no matter how much it may be respected, and it always 
hardens the heart. The longer it is indulged in, the less susceptible 
is the heart to reproof. If any thing can reclaim the hardened crimi- 
nal, and bring him to true repentance, it is the whole truth. It may 
exasperate, it may call forth a tempest of wrath, but it will be, after 
all, more powerful than all the flattery in the world to convince of sin. 
Especially is this the case when the truth is spoken by the whole 
world. Slaveholders have had the public sentiment of the world in 
their favor. Bolstered up by it, they have bid defiance to what they 
have pleased to term a handful of fanatics. It is very easy for them 
to say, that they would not be persuaded though the whole North 
should become abolitionists. When the North shall have become so, 
they will be in new circumstances. The lying smiles which feed their 
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vanity will be no more. The last echo of that monstrous lie, the 
“noble chivalry of the South,” will have died away. The rust of the 
gold and silver, which they ought to have paid to their poor laborers, 
will eat their flesh “as it were fire.’ Let a slaveholder present him- 
self any where among honest men—it will instantly be whispered in 
his ear, go home and pay your laborers. Nay, it will not need to be 
whispered, he will read it on every face he meets. Go home and pay 
your laborers, PAY YOUR LaBorERS, PAY YOUR LABORERS, 
will ring in his ears till he will be glad to get back to the land of tasks, 
whip-carrying overseers, and human-flesh auctions. And even there 
his ears will be full of the echoes, PAY YOUR LABORERS, pay 
YOUR LABORERS, pay your laborers! ‘Talk of the honor, peace, digni- 
fied leisure of the wealthy southern planter, in such a state of things! 
‘Why, the fiction is forever exploded. The slaveholder sees in every 
strange face the mirror of his crime. Not to know a man, is to sus- 
pect him of being an abolitionist. ‘There is more fear of the aboli- 
tionists at the South, even now, than there would be of ten thousand 
assassins, were they known to be lurking through that country with 
poniards and pistols, bent upon murder. Oh! that dreadful poison- 
ous heresy, that men ought to be paid for their work! Never did Holy 
Inquisition have more trouble with a heresy, than the slaveholders 
have with that. ‘They may as well bid an everlasting adieu to sleep, 
when this heresy shall have got full possession of the North. The 
intercourse of the people of the South and North can no more be stop- 
ped, than that of the north and south winds. Unless God works a 
miracle to prevent it, slavery cannot stand after the northern half of 
the country becomes fully saturated with the doctrine of immediate 
emancipation. 

Here we have not taken into the account the Divine influence which 
accompanies truth. No wonder that the old system of dealing with 
slaveholders made no converts. It may have been very kind and 
charitable, and well meant, but it was a system of flattery. God does 
not help such a system. He sets his seal upon the truth. There has 
not been, in the history of the world, an instance of the reformation of 
- a people from any corrupt or wicked practice, effected by flattering 
language and concealment of the truth. Both prophets and apostles 
held the language of stern rebuke towards the wrong-doers with 
whom they had to deal. Peter did not scruple to call those murderers 
whom he would convert, and yet they were converted by thousands. 
But we need not cite examples to prove that honest, plain dealing 
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is the only dealing that has ever had power over wicked men. It is 
not for us to say, whether or not the slaveholders of the United States 
have sinned away their day of grace; but if they have not, we are 
sure that the truth is the only thing that God will ever bless to their 
conversion. ‘That he has blessed and is blessing the truth already, 
there are abundant indications.* Who is now pleading the cause of 
the slave, with perhaps more effect than any other man? James G. 
Burney, Esq., a converted slaveholder, who has emancipated his slaves. 
But, it is absurd to look for fruit before the tree has had time to fix its 
roots in the soil. The city of New York has voted several millions of 
dollars to bring the Croton river to supply its inhabitants with water. 
Many thousands of dollars have been already expended, and yet the 
people who peddle water in carts go about the streets, and may take 
up their proverb, and say to the honorable corporation, ‘Show us 
what you have done. You have spent floods of money, but not a 
drop of water has come from it all. Pray let us have something prac- 
tical. Till you show us the water spouting from the pipes, we shall 
never believe that New York can be supplied with water but by 
selling it at one cent per bucket !” 


* The following is from the Philanthropist, edited by Mr. Birney, April 1, 1836: 

‘It is frequently said by our opponents that the doctrines of abolition have 
not released a single slave from his bonds. This is not strictly correct, now, 
as every one will see, nor has it been at any time, since the charge was made. 
We will give the number—and we wish it was larger—that have been eman- 
cipated to our own knowledge, and as we believe, through the influence of the 
dectrine above mentioned. Should other cases be known as having occurred, 
or should any hereafter occur, we shall feel obliged to any one who will give 
us information of them, that they may be published. 


John Thompson, Jessamine co. Ky. emancipated 2 
James G. Birney, (then) Mercer. 66 6. 
James M. Buchanan, rf 3. 
Andrew Shannon, (minister) Shelby co. a 5. 
Mrs. Meaux, Jessamine co. sa a 
Samuel Taylor, (minister) do. * 1. 
Peter Dunn, Merce: co. s 2. 
Arthur Thome, Bracken co. 7 14 


‘‘A Mr. Doake, of Tennessee, as we are informed, emancipated a family of 
slaves in consequence of a conversation with an abolitionist now living in 
Ohio. We do not know what number made up the family. They came to 
Ohio—and when the colored man, who was the father of it, first saw Mr. R., 
to whose instrumentality is attributed the manumission of himself and family, 
he shed, abundantly, tears of joy and gratitude. Can slavehoiding confer such 
heartfelt pleasure, as that enjoyed by Mr. Doake, Mr. R——,, and the happy 
family made free by the Truth?” 

We have good reason to believe that this schedule contains but a small part 
of the slaves that have been emancipated in consequence of the labors of the 
abolitionists. Indeed, if we are not mistaken, as many more have been eman- 
cipated by three individuals, one in Tennessee, one in Virginia, and one in Mis- 
souri. At the present price of slaves, there is no doubt but the slaves alread 
emancipated by the doctrines of the American Anti-Slavery Society, woul 
if purchased, have cost more than the whole income of that society since it 
came into existence. 
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But what if slaveholders can never be convinced? What if they 
are past the reach of abolition arguments? Does it follow that the 
Anti-Slavery Society ought to disband itself, or alter its course, or 
slacken its pace? By no means. Slavery, wherever it exists, is 
dangerous to liberty everywhere. Slaveholding is a contagious evil. 
Slavery in Russia as much concerns us as the plague or the cholera 
would in the same country. If we could not suppress those diseases 
there, it would become us to guard ourselves against them. Much 
more would it, if they were ravaging one half of our own country. 
Now, what safeguard have the millions of our laborers and mechanics, 
and the tens of millions of their posterity, that they shall be free, and 
at liberty to set their own price on their own labor, but the great prin- 
ciple which they have been taught to consider as the foundation of our 
happy government, that all men are born free and equal? In one half 
of our own Union, to which we are bound with cords that are called 
sacred, this great principle is practically set at nought. Slaveholders, 
whose voice is law at the south, despise the principle from the bottom 
of their proud hearts. They not only despise the principle, but they 
despise the laborer. ‘They despise the whole north, because its hills 
and valleys are cultivated by those who own them. They have the 
impudence to recommend to our capitalists and rich men their own 
system of getting work without wages. Let every free laborer read 
the following paragraphs from the last annual message of George 
M’Duffie, governor of South Carolina, and judge whether his rights 
are in no danger from slavery. 


“Reason and philosophy can explain what experience so clearly 
testifies. If we look into the elements of which all political communi- 
ties are composed, it wili bs found that servitude in some form, is one 
of the essential constituents. 

‘No community has ever existed without it, and we may confi- 
dently assert none ever will. In the very nature of things there must 
be classes of persons to discharge all the different offices of society, 
from the highest to the lowest. Some of these offices are regarded as 
degrading, though they must and will be performed. Hence those 
manifold forms of dependent servitude which produce a sense of supe- 
riority in the masters or employers, and of inferiority on the part of the 
servants. Where these oftees are performed by members of the po- 
litical community, a dangerous element is obviously introduced into 
the body politic. Hence the alarming tendency to violate the rights 
of property, by agrarian legislation, which is beginning to be manifest 
in the older states, where universal suffrage prevails without domestic 
slavery ; a tendency that will increase in the progress of society, with 
the increasing inequality of wealth. No government is worthy the 
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name that does not protect the rights of property, and no enlightened 
people will long submit to such a mockery. Hence it is that in older 
countries different political orders are established to effect this indis- 
pensable object; and it will be fortunate for the non-slaveholding 
states, if they are not, in less than a quarter of a century, driven to the 
adoption of A SIMILAR INSTITUTION, or to take refuge from 
robbery and anar¢hy under a military despotism.” 

Against this abominable doctrine, what voice has been raised through 
the whole south? Nota whisper. If there is a heart there that re- 
jects it, it is the poor, fettered, trammelled, bruised, broken heart of 
the slave. The man who wears, we do not say owns, that heart, may 
be white, but he is a slave! ‘This doctrine of M’Duffie is the doctrine 
of the south. There is not a man in her thirteen republics that dares 
stand up and deny it. And this is the country to which we are indis- 
solubly linked—to which we were wedded before heaven and earth, 
and yet we are not to proclaim our abhorrence of slavery! Do we 
need the gift of prophecy to see that on such terms we shall soon find 
ourselves in that condition of laborers recommended by governor | 
M’Duffie? Let it be understood we do not object to UNION with 
the south, but to the TERMS on which they tell us we must purchase 
it. If we had known at first that our interference, so far as the slaves 
were concerned, would be ineffectual, it would still have been our duty 
to act as we have done, for conscience does not allow men to be silent 
when such iniquity is perpetrated before their eyes ; but in the course 
of our interference it has come to light, that the slaveholders, so far 
from thinking of giving up their own slavery, were engaged in a secret 
crusade against our liberty. We had a right from nature, guarantied 
to us by the constitution of our country, to express, in such terms as 
we pleased, our abhorrence of slavery. We have dared to use the 
right. And what has been the result? A display of tyranny as atro- 
cious and detestable as was ever enacted in Babylon, Rome, Constan- 
tinople, or Moscow—as bad as the worst doings of Herod or Nero, 
The south demands that our mouths shall be gagged by law, that no- 
body shall discuss the subject without her leave. To back up her 
demands, she flogs or murders every northern citizen within her limits,* 
whom she pleases to suspect of abolitionism. She offers rewards for 
the heads of peaceable citizens. On the strength of open perjury,} she 
demands northern citizens to be delivered up-to her as criminals. But 


* See the case of Amos Dresser, flogged at Nashville, and Abbe Dean and 
others, hung without trial in Mississippi. 

1 The grand jury of Tuscaloosa county (Ala.) found, under oath, that R. G, 
Williams, who had neyer been in Alabama, was a fugitive from that state, 
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the tyranny has not been all at the south. The northern aristocracy 
have done their part. The most influential presses of the principal 
cities have taken the side of the slaveholder in the same lawless and 
murderous spirit. By the most shameless falsehood they have raised 
mobs against the abolitionists, rifled their houses, sacrilegiously broken 
open their churches, and invaded their peaceful and*lawful assemblies 
with clamor and missiles. Look at five thousand men in the city of 
New York, with the rage of incarnate devils, pouring in upon a de- 
fenceless meeting of “twenty-two men and twc women,” on the 5th 
of September, 1833! Look at ali the daily editors, except one, in the 
same city, applauding the outrage upon an abolition meeting on the 
4th of July, 1834! See the scenes that followed five or six days after! 
Look at the murdezous outrages upon the colored people of Philadel- 
phia in the next month! Consider well the committee of twenty-five 
honorable aristocrats of the city of Utica, who, by violence and lies, 
broke up a peaceful convention in that city on the 22d of October, 
1835; and the five thousand gentlemen of “property and standing” 
in Boston, who, by brickbats and hard swearing, broke up a meeting 
of ladies on the same day, and dragged a citizen through the streets 
with a rope, for the crime of printing against slavery. Do not forget 
the imitations of these outrages in almost every considerable village in 
the land! Study the last mob in Cincinnati—the great men of that 
city—civil authorities, mayor and all, dragging Mr. Birney’s printing 
press to the Ohio river! Study the whole, as having occurred in a land 
of light and law! Study it in its political aspect—the south as one 
man standing up, whip in hand, and saying to both political parties at 
the north—*“ gag the wretches or take this—make an end of them, or 
we fling away your candidate for the presidency!” We appeal now 
to plain common sense, would the slaveholders of the south and their 
party among us, have put themselves to all this trouble against the 
abolitionists, if it were not their intention to cram slavery down our 
throats as fast as possible? No. The gentlemanly mobocrats among 
us are determined to have, as M’Duffie says, “servitude in some 
form,” and they have no great horror of that form which exists at the 
south. 

The mere discovery of this grand plot against our liberties and the 
hopes of mankind, is worth a thousand times more than it has cost; 
and, till the whole conspiracy is crushed, there will be work enough 
for the Anti-Slavery Society. ‘Whether we can succeed in breaking 
the fetters of the slave or not, there is something to do to keep the 











107} BASENESS NOT UNPARALLELED. 11 


same galling irons from our own limbs. The tendency of riches and 
power always has been to the oppression of the laborer, and liberty 
has flourished only where a struggle has been kept up for it—only 
where its great principles have been constantly flashed in the face of 
the oppressor—only when the subjects of oppression have been kept 
alive to their rights. In maintaining the rights of the slave, we are 
maintaining our own and our children’s. Never shall we yield the 
former till we have made up our minds to give up the latter. The 
day when we cease to speak and print the self-evident truth that ke 
who “useth his neighbor's service without wages, and giveth him not 
for his work,” is a tyrant and a felon, and no Christian at all—will be 
the day when our torgues are cut out and our hands pinioned ; it will 
be the day when we are reduced to the sad condition of our colored 
brethren—mere disposable property. 

The last argument, and it is the strongest of all, which we shall 
offer, to show that anti-slavery measures will overthrow slavery, is the 
very fact that slaveholders have been exasperated by them, and wrought 
up to frantic madness. Passion is not a lasting principle. The rage 
of the south has effected two things. 1. It has exposed to the whole 
world the wickedness of slavery. 2. It has placed the slaveholders 
themselves in a position where they must consider and weigh the ar- 
guments of the abolitionists whether they willornot. If I listen coolly 
to a reprover and let him go his way, I may forget his reproof. But 
if I fall into a passion and kick him out of doors, I shall never be able 
to forget why I did it. The chances are mightily increased that the 
reproof will haunt me till it drives me to repentance. 





BasENESS NOT UNPARALLELED.—The- Norfolk Herald of August 
17, gives an account of a colored father selling his own children, and 
filled with a just indignation, is at a loss for epithets to characterize 
the depravity of the act. But the baseness is not, as the Norfolk 
Herald supposes, unparalleled. The editor of that print need not have 
gone far to find very respectable white fathers who have sold their own 
children. It is not an uncommon practice among slaveholders. We 
have seen more than one man who had been sold by his own father, 
and we once saw a father who, having sold the mother to a New 
Orleans trader three years before, was on his way to the same city 
with his four children, as they believed and we have no doubt, to sell 
them into the same bondage. Miss Grimké, herself a southern woman. 
charges this practice upon the whites of the South.—See her Appeal, 
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Is itany wonder that colored people should sometimes follow the ex- 
ample of baseness set them by the honorables of the upper caste? It 


is rather remarkable that they do so no oftener. Here is the account 
from the Herald. 


‘Unparalleled baseness shall we call it? The term is not suffi- 
ciently significant, nor can we conjure up an epithet to characterize 
the features of depravity belonging to a transaction which has just 
been related to us. Let the reader judge. A white man, whose name 
we withhold for the present, arrived here a few days ago in a small 
craft from Richmond, having with him a negro man and two boys, 
He offered the boys for sale to several persons, but the price, seven 
hundred dollars, being thought too high, he lowered it to four hundred 
and fifty dollars, which induced a suspicion that he had not come 
honestly by them ; but to this suspicion was opposed the ready de- 
claration of the negro man, that Mr. had bought him and the 
two boys, who were his children, in Petersburg. Still, however, it 
was thought proper to invesiigte the matter, and the white man with 
the negroes were taken to ihe mayor’s office, when the truth came 
out, that the negro was a free man, belonging to Petersburg ; that the 
boys, also free, were his own children, and that he had entered into a 
compact with the white monster to carry the children abroad and sell 
them and divide the money.” 














RECEIPTS 
Into the Treasury of the American A. | Rochester, N. Y., Female A. 8. Seciety, per 
S. Society, from July 29th to Au- | s... efeld. Ky.. ors an ae 
Spring y:; ynn, 5 00 
gust 16th, 1836. Sandwich, Mass, A. S. S, towards pledge, 50 00 
Boston Female Anti-Slavery Society, $200 00 | Taunton, Mass., a Friend, 50 
~ fe ti year’s ee “ ‘ Ay J. Hodges, 5 00 
on this year’s Troy, N. Y., Gurdon Grant 
“ totes ‘ 97 Uxbridge, Mass., Female A. Ss. S., pledge, q BY 0 
Chester, Vt., Jesse an, 10 00 ecto 
Danvers, Mass. , Abner Sanger, 100 00 | " 93648 55 
Fall River, Mass., A. 8. Sewing Society, 10 00 LEWIS TAPPAN, Assistant T 
“ Ladies’ A. S. Society, 30 00 No. 3, Spruce St. 
SS rg 1 : i on = New York, August 28, 1836. 
. y 
7 Sarah G. Buflum, 29 0 | Quarterly Collections b 
Pole, Boren, he. & 4 8. Society, 7 S . Publishing Agent, Cemag td ete 
Hudson, N.Y., ADD per U. D. Humphries, 25 00 August Ist, 1836. 
“ o.” GF. ner, 1 00 peony, Mass. es. A. Sargent, $8 00 
Lynn, Mass, Female A. 8. Society, 20 00 | Darien, Ct., S. W. nd, 4 50 
“’ ALS. Society, 182 00 | Newark, N.J., Dr. J. M. Ward, 3 00 
Monroe co., N. Y., A.S.S., per G. A. Avery, 50 00 | New-York, H. Owen, 25 
“ a “ “ 84 75 z H. Davidson, 5 
Massachusetts, loaned by a Friend 1000 00 ” J. Usmar 25 
North Yarmoathy he. cllecton 4th July, 5 00 « Miss P. ‘Fucker, 12 
New-Y ork City, Henry , 2000; * A female, 123 
wey, 2 A. S. Society, Windham, Ohio, Rev. W. Handford, 10 00 
Pledge of 1835, 100 00 | Received for Emancipator, 146 80 
owards pledge of 1 300 00 rae Voice of Freedom, 107 00 
“ People of color per Rev. “ Human Rights, & 00 
E. Cornish, $1 , 950, $52, 112 0¢ “ A. 8. Record,’ 5 75 
New Bedford, Mass., A. S. Society, includ- es Quarterly Magazine, 14 00 
ing some donations trom indi- - Publications, 389 25 
viduals not members of the otnantone 
ple ne ae fase: 452 68 R. G. WILLIAMS am 
Norwich, Ct., Ladies’ AS. Society il 80 Publishing Agent, corner of Nassau and 
ee Hills, N. Y., ol Rev. J. Gridley, 3 00 Spruce Streets, (No. 3 Sprace.) 
Pennsylvania, Robert Purvis, am’t of pleage, 50 00 | Total Receipts, 91 





ef tbh ct Sod Horio toms. meet er etm ty 


eet ee ewe Oo SO ee Ot OO 





3 


THE ENNOBLING INFLUENCE OF SLAVERY. 


Extract from the will of William Clarke, St. Thomas-in-the-East, 
Jamaica, in the Secretary’s office of hat island :—“It is also my wish 
and desire that my executors, hereinafter mentioned, do manumit my 
three reputed brown children by Rose, viz., Eleanor Clarke, Janet 
Clarke, and John Clarke; and that my executors, hereinafter men-. 
tioned, do purchase a negro girl for each of my reputed brown daugh- 
ters aforesaid, as soon as convenient after the debts are paid. And it 
is my wish and desire that THEIR. MOTHER, Rose, shall attend, as a 
slave, on my two reputed daughters aforesaid, during the first ten 
years.” — Twenty ‘Millions thrown away, &c. 


LOVE OF FREEDOM BY NEGROES. 


Immediately after the British statute had passed which PRoFEssED 
to emancipate the slaves in our own West Indian colonies, I visited 
St. Thomas, a little sugar island belonging to the Danes. All the 
blacks there speak English, as St. Thomas was for many years durin 
the last war in the possession of the British. On landing, I address 
one of the black slaves as a Dane; he instantly replied in very pure 
English, free from the usual colonial “ patois,” “I am an Englishman 
born—I am not a Dane.” “What, were you not born a subject of 
Denmark?” ‘No, sir; when I was born the flag of Great Britain 
was over that fort, and would to God it was there still: I should now 
be a free man, with my other fellow-subjects in the British islands. 
It was a bad day for the poor slaves when the English gave up St. 
‘Thomas and Santa Cruz to the Danes—they will never have the heart 
to make us poor blacks free; but we who were born under England’s 
flag ought to be free. We are Britons, and ought not to be slaves to 
Danes.” —Ibid, 





THE GAG LAW. 


The difficulty of gagging by Jaw is, that it is nig ge so general 
and sweeping that it often most oppresses those for whose benefit 
it is resorted to. After the slaveholders have made the whole South 
as dark as a cellar to keep the northern light from the slaves, they 
themselves are the persons who have got to stay there and enjoy the 
darkness. It is upon their newspapers and correspondence, and not 
ours, that their champion, Calhoun, would set the postmaster’s clerks 
a. pillaging. We are not surprised therefore that the Natchez Courier, 
in condemning the casting vote of Mr. Van Buren in favor of the gag 
law, should ask, “Where is the man in the South who would not 
rather receive a bushel of abolition trash, (which he can easily burn,) 
than to have his own private affairs pried into by every rascally deputy 
postmaster, or clerk, who might choose to say he s con- 
tained incendiary matter ?” 
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY 
SOCIETY. 


On the w of each month is issued a small new. nuitled 
HUMAN RI ier on the second week, the ANT LAVERY RECORD ; on 
the third week, the SLAVE’S FRIEND. THE EMANCIPATOR is a 

and sent to subscribers according to the terms below. The ANTI- 
psa ERY MAGAZINE is published as a quarterly and sent to subscribers 
for $1 00 a year in advgnce. ; 


PRICE OF THE PUBLICATIONS. 
EMANCIPATOR—WEEKLY. 


$2 00 pe m, aanay 3.in advance. 
i inci who will orw ar | the money for fiye copies, shajl be entitled 
one copy gratis. | 
Thirty Py fare will be.received in advance in payment for 20 copies, provided 
they are all. directed to one post office. 


hat > Human Rieurs. 
Single copy, 25 cents per annum. 
Twenty copies to-one address, $3 50, or 17 1-2 cents each per annum. 
Forty copies to one address, $5 00, or 12 1-2 cents each per annum 
Eighty copies to one, address, $8 00, or 10 cents each per annum. 
ANTI-SLAVERY REcoRD. 
Single copy, 25 cents per annum. 
‘Twenty-iive copies to one address, $5 00, or 20 cents each per annum. 
Fifty-five copies to one address, $10 00, or 18 1-9 cents each per anhum. 
One hundred co ies.to one address, $15 00,,or 15 cents each per annum. 
They will also be sold at the office at.$1.25 per hundred,.and.sent to sub 
scribers to the Society’s funds according to the plan below. 
SLAVE’s FRIEND 
Sinzle number, 1 cent. A hundred numbers, 80 cents. 
A dozen numbers, 10 cents. A thousand numbers, $6 50. 
Payment is to be made in all cases IN ADVANCE, FREE OF POSTAGE 


QUARTERLY SUBSCRIPTION PLAN. 


The Executive Committee of the American Anti-Slavery Society propose the 
following plan for raising finds. 

» They invite every abolitionist to give something to the Society steadily, by 
ing a regular subscriber to its funds. 

-2. While large sums are xequesied of such as are able to give them, they would 
invite each person to pe the payment of at least $1 50 a year, in quarterly 
instalments, which will entitle them to one number of the Record per month. 

3. They recommend to their auxiliaries to appoint individuals who shall col- 
lect this subscription, and pay it over as directed below. 

4, In places where no auxiliary society exists, they request persons who are 
willing to pledge themselves to raise a certain amount, to act as collectors. 

5. The quarterly collections should be remitted, without delay, by mail. The 
conveyance is almost perfectly safe, aud the use of the money for. qne week 
in this advancing cause, is worth more than the popes’. 

6.:‘To every person who becomes a collector, pledges himself to remit a 

ertai epost quarterly, a package of the Awt1-SLaveny Record will be sent 
monthly, sufficient to supply gach mybecdiban i one number for every 12 1- 
poe s subscription. Or, if preferred, it will be sent by mail to the ind vid 7 

yscribers, their names and post office address being forwarded in a plain ; 
SEP No Records will be forwarded after the expiration of each quarter, until 
the subscriptions are received, 


CORRESPONDENCE OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY 


‘Donations should be remitted to. Mr. Lewis Tappan, Assistant Treasurer, 
Ne,-3 Spruce-st. N. Y. . 
lj business letters in regard to the pebiicatians or. remittances on the Monthly 
Co iption eget ht, ddressed to Mr, R, G. WiLLiams, Publishing Agent, 
r ruce-s a ew 0) ° 
Other: letters, and communications to be inserted in any of the publications, 
should be addressed to E. Wriant, Jr. Secretary for Domestic Correspondence, 
No 3 Spruce-st., New York 
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